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83-year-old gets his 
own trail of honour 


By LUCIE SIMIC 

blackdown@tindlenews.co.uk 

A LOCAL man has had a trail in the 
Blackdown Hills Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty named after him. 

Norman Rees, 83, from Blagdon Hill was 
celebrating last month when the trail from 
Curdleigh Lane to the hamlet of Feltham 
was named The Norman Rees Walk in his 
honour. 

The trail can be extended into a five-mile 
circular walk, which was undertaken by the 
big crowd, followed by a celebration lunch 
at the Lamb and Flag pub. 

Norman has been a Pitminster parish 
councillor for nearly 20 years and with his 
late wife Barbara they have served the 
parish for more than 50 years between 
them. 

Pitminster councillors, led by chairman 
Dr David Edmondson, decided that 


Norman’s dedication, involving recording 
and photographing every footpath in the 
parish, should be officially honoured. 

At the launch, Dr Edmondson said: 
“Norman has done an outstanding job in 
keeping all these footpaths opened and 
tended and the whole parish owes him so 
much.” 

Norman said: “I feel so touched by the 
big crowd who turned up at the event, 
which was one of the biggest I can 
remember in the parish. 

“Footpaths in the Blachdown Hills are 
outstanding with some staggering far- 
reaching views over most of Somerset 
taking in the Quantocks, Brendons and 
Mendips.” 

Dr Edmondson also proposed a steering 
group of interested locals be put together to 
discuss the parish plan. He said: “I hope to 
hear from enough of you with the 
willingness to take this forward.” 



♦ PITMINSTER’S Norman Rees on his newly opened trail 
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Useful contacts 


Blackdown Hills Business Association 

St Ivel House, Station Road, Hemyock, EX15 3SJ 
Tel: (01823) 681484 
Email: info@bhba.org.uk 
www.bhba.org.uk 

*For local products and services visit 
www.blackdown-hills.co.uk 

Blackdown Hills AONB 

St Ivel House Station Road, Hemyock, 
Cullompton, Devon EX 15 3SJ 
Tel: (01823) 680681 
www.blackdownhillsaonb.org.uk 

Blackdown Support Group 

The Surgery, Station Road, Hemyock, EX 15 3SF 
Tel: (01823) 681036 
www.blackdownsupport.org.uk 

Making It Local 

Tel: (01823) 680626 

Email: makingitlocal@devon.gov.uk 

www.makingitlocal.org 



Best pub award 
goes to local inn 

BLACKDOWNS VENUE TAKES NATIONAL GOLD 

“The pub is such a focal point for the 


By BEN MIDDLETON 

ben@tindlenews.co.uk 

AN east Devon pub has been voted Go 
Local champion in a nationwide 
competition. 

The Yarcombe Inn claimed the Best 
Local Pub award in a competition 
organised by cottages4you.co.uk. 

A spokesman for the competition 
organisers said: “Throughout the summer 
cottages4you has been collating a Go Local 


guide, championing independent 
businesses which help make people’s 
holidays memorable. 

“The guide is a collection of customer 
recommendations of places to go, things to 
do and places to eat and drink whilst on 
holiday or at home.” 

Mark Palmer, Go Local judge, said: “The 
Yarcombe Inn stood out as a clear winner 
in their category, offering warm, 
community spirit in a cosy traditional 
setting. 


community and combines delicious local 
food with a warm staff welcome at any 
time of day — all key ingredients for a 
great pub.” 

Ken Jones, from the Yarcombe Inn, said: 
“I and the rest of the entire committee are 
absolutely delighted with the award — it 
makes all the hard work worth while.” 

The pub has been presented with a 
£1,000 grant for winning the national 
competition. 


WORKING 

OUR 

WOODLANDS 

Blackdown and East Devon 
Woodland Association with 
John Greenshields 

A VERY well attended course on 
lone working with a chainsaw 
brought 20 people together at Park 
Farm to listen to Rob Blake of Blake 
Training. 

The course was designed to help lone 
woodland workers understand and pin 
point the dangers and risks associated 
with working in a hazardous 
environment with no “buddy”. 

David Hill gave a graphic account of 
his serious accident with a Chainsaw 
some years ago were he barley escaped 
with his life, which gave all participants 
food for thought. 

Rob’s course went on to help workers 
to do risk assessments, first aid, 
communication, handling procedure, saw 
maintenance and clothing. 

A further course will be held on May 
27th 2011 both courses were organised 
by the Blackdown and East Devon 
Woodland Association, Blake Training 
also do the full chainsaw course with the 
Lantra certificate at the end. More 
information www.blaketraining.co.uk. 

The recent cold snap has caused more 
damage to trees and shrubs than you 
think, with serious damage to larger 
older trees. 

Mostly large over weight limbs being 
broken off by the weight of the ice and 
cold temperatures usually on the edge of 
woodland or lone trees. 

The damage of course should be 
cleared and the wounds tided up but on 
do circumstances should you tackle this 
in icy conditions unless very experienced 
as wood behaves differently in cold 
conditions as I well know! 

We are in the tree planting period so 
even if you have not thought of planting 
why not have a think about any odd 
corner that might lend its self to a couple 
of trees. Be careful to keep bare roots 
covered from the frost and stake well 
against the wind as a lose tree waving in 
the wind will be stunted or die . 

I would be interested in hearing of any 
purposely planted Short Rotation 
Coppice such as Willow, eucalyptus, 
poplar ect, redundant or other wise that 
any one may know off for a survey I am 
involved in, my usual contacts are 01823 
660764, parkfarm @ tinyonline.co.uk. 


Contact the news team at blackdown@tindlenews.co.uk 
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Stalwart 
Jenny is 
thanked 
after her 
25 years 

A STALWART at Feme Animal 
Sanctuary, near Chard, has been 
congratulated after clocking up 
25 years of service. 

The stalwart in question is Feme 
director Jenny Wheadon — and she 
was presented with a dress watch, 
champagne and flowers by the 
tmstees and staff during a surprise 
lunch party. 

David Pullen, chairman at Feme, 
thanked Jenny for her longstanding 
commitment and loyalty to Feme and 
wished her every success for the 
future. 



♦ FROM left, Eric Brockway (trustee), Jenny Wheadon (director), David Pullen (chairman of the trustees), Margaret Carter (trustee) 


League tables show 
schools scoring well 


SURE given 
£2,200 cash 

NICKI Hearne, of Hemyock, 
together with her family and her 
mother have donated £2,200 to 
the Somerset Unit for 
Radiotherapy Equipment 
(SURE) appeal. 

They held a series of fundraising 
events that included two events at 
home and a school reunion at 
Uffculme School and a coffee 
morning at Dunkeswell. This was 
done in Memory of Nicki’s father 
who was a victim of Cancer. 

The money will help SURE fund a 
revolutionary new skin cancer 
machine at the Beacon Centre at 
Musgrove Park Hospital, Taunton. 

This will add to the scanner, 
simulator and 23 pieces of ancillary 
equipment that the appeal has funded 
to date. 

The health equipment charity also 
expressed its gratitude last month to a 
hairdresser for her donation. 

Sharon Smith and the staff at SPS 
Hair Designs, of Hemyock, raised 
£500 for SURE after they committed 
a whole day to doing blow-drys. 


Firefighters 
at car blaze 

FIREFIGHTERS from Honiton 
were called to reports of a 
vehicle fire in Dunkeswell, near 
Honiton. 

The incident took place on 
Monday, November 29 th, at 
approximately 8.30pm. 

On arrival at the scene the fire crew 
used one hose reel and two breathing 
apparatus to extinguish the flames. 

The car was severely damaged by 
the fire. 


By BEN MIDDLETON 

ben@tindlenews.co.uk 


PRIMARY schools across 
Pulman’s Country have scored 
well according to the latest set of 
primary school league tables 
released by the Department for 
Education. 

The tables were released last month 
and showed that Pulman’s Country 
primary schools achieved higher than 
average results in this year’s Key 
Stage 2 tests. 

Across England the average 
percentage of pupils achieveing Level 
4 or above in both Key Stage 2 


English and Maths was 73 per cent. 

The top performing schools in the 
Pulman’s View circulation area are 
Stockland Church of England 
Primary School and Upottery Primary 
School. 

Stephen Clarke, headteacher at 
Stockland Church of England 
Primary School, praised the efforts of 
the whole school and said: “It is good 
news for us and we are really pleased. 

“We have been one of the top 
performing schools for four out of the 
last five years. 

“We are consistently outstanding, 
each year it varies as to which schools 
are at the top [of the league tables] but 
we are consistenly good. 


“Our teachers have been with us for 
a long time and that has meant we can 
build up the quality of our teaching.” 

The top performing schools for 
value added — the measure of the 
progress made by pupils between the 
ages of seven and 11 — are All Saints 
Church of England Primary School, 
Stockland and Kilmington Primary 
School. 

Christine Channon, Devon County 
Council cabinet member for schools, 
added: “Devon’s schools do well 
academically despite their poor 
funding and that is a measure of the 
quality of teaching and the quality of 
leadersip and governance we have in 
the county.” 


Contact the news team now at 
blackdown@tindlenews.co.uk 


Free online course 

THE Department for Business, Innovation and 
Skills has recently launched a free online public 
procurement course, Winning the Contract. 

It is aimed at helping smaller firms bid for the £220 
billion of public sector contracts awarded each year. 

It shows participants how to identify business 
opportunities to supply goods and services to the public 
sector, explains the public procurement process, and 
demonstrates how to submit tenders. 

It has helpful hints and tips to guide and inform 
businesses on the bidding process, and where to find 
public sector contract opportunities. 

For more information visit 

www.businesslink.gov.uk/procurement. 


A woodland tour 

MORE than 20 people arrived for Oliver 
Davey’s two-hour tour of Perrie Hale Forest 
Nursery near Honiton, organised by the 
Blackdown and East Devon Woodland 
Association as part of the Working our 
Woodland project recently. 

The guided tour included information on seedlings to 
standard trees, tree guards to pest control and advice 
on bare root tree planting. For more information visit 
www.perriehale.co.uk or call on 01404 43344. 
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View from the Blackdown Hills 



♦ ABOVE, the Dalwood Book Club with their winning entry depicting the 
Shakesperean Globe Theatre in London. Inset, Natasha Dower with her tradi¬ 
tional gingerbread house 

Taste of winning for 
gingerbread makers 


THE Tuckers Arms in Dalwood held a 
gingerbread house baking competition 
recently. 

The contest had classes for professional, 
non-professional and schools, and a big 
crowd turned out for the judging. 

The winners of the non-professional class 


were the Dalwood Book Club, with then- 
winning entry depicting the Shakesperean 
Globe Theatre in London. The winner of the 
schools class was the traditional gingerbread 
house made by seven-year-old Natasha 
Dower on behalf of St Mary’s Roman 
Catholic Primary School in Axminster 


- CLUB 

A person who does 
special things talks 


By DAVID PALMER 


WHEN it comes to talking, some 
might think that women take some 
beating. 

That is until one attends a monthly 
Hemyock Men’s breakfast when the noise 
level beats a primary school at lunchtime. 
But following a tasty breakfast, the tables 
are cleared, the speaker is introduced and 
all is still. 

A recent speaker was Mike Perreau, a 
man one might pass in the street without 
noticing, not a special man one might 
think, but one who does special things, 
from chairing the charity Send A Cow to 
acting as a UN peace maker in the troubled 
places of the world; from promoting 
technology suitable for Third World 
countries, to encouraging micro-business 
amongst the poor. 

He began his talk by asking over 40 men: 
“What are your plans for the rest of your 
life?” 

With the inference that however old, 
humble, lacking in talent, looking forward 
to an easy retirement, as some might be. 


everyone has something to contribute, 
everyone can make a difference, everyone 
is empowered. 

Mike is a multi-lingual, mixed ethnic 
leader with a capacity to lead high 
performance teams. 

Mike had humble beginnings in 
Malaysia funding himself via long hours 
of hard work through the London School 
of Economics, then entering the world of 
city dealings in mergers and acquisitions. 

Mike has a track record in business and 
social transformation who serves on the 
board of several organisations in the UK 
and overseas including advisory roles to 
government. 

He is passionate about building good-to- 
great organisations that impact for the 
long-term and also provide spiritual and 
social capital. 

Mike later dropped into his talk that he 
had an audience with the Pope as director 
general (designate) of the United Bible 
Societies, a global umbrella organisation 
for 170 national and regional societies. 
Amazing man, his audience might say. To 
which his reply would be no, amazing 
God. 


NEWS 



♦ MEMBERS of Hemyock Men are pictured at a recent meeting 
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A View from the Blackdowns 



♦ SUNRISE over Smeatharpe sheep Got a photo of a View from the Blackdowns? Email it to blackdown@tindlenews.co.uk 


Sculpture is a slice of 
Neroche on Staple Hill 


THE Neroche Scheme has installed a 
new geology sculpture at Staple Hill, 
—on the popular all-ability loop trail. 

The new sculpture, entitled A Slice of 
Neroche, is built from local oak and 
provides a tactile model of the land form of 
the Blackdown Hills Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty (AONB) ridge, showing 
the underlying geology in a simple, non¬ 
technical way. 

It was carved by sculptor Rob Jakes from 
an oak tree harvested locally from Staple 
Park Wood, only 1km from where the 
sculpture now sits. 

The process started back in the summer 
when the oak tree trunk was sawn into 
thick planks as part of a demonstration of 
wood cutting at the Blackdown Hills 
Woodland Fair in July. 

From there, Rob transported the wood to 
his studio in Pembrokeshire where he 
designed and carved the planks into a 
complex 3-D jigsaw made up of 32 
separate pieces, which were brought back 


to Staple Hill early in November to be 
assembled. 

Local geology expert Hugh Prudden 
advised the team in the design of the 
sculpture, to ensure that it gives an 
accurate representation of the underlying 
rocks. 

Hugh said: “The sculpture aims to 
portray the rock formations and landscape 
of the northern edge of the Blackdown 
Hills. The Somerset Geology Group was 
pleased to cooperate in the project as one 
of their aims is to promote an awareness 
and understanding of Somerset’s 
outstanding geological diversity.” 

The sculpture adds to the attraction of the 
existing viewpoint on the Staple Hill loop 
trail, described recently as offering one of 
the best views in the south west. 

Offering easy access into the Neroche 
Forest for everyone, including those with 
limited mobility, the trail provides a 
spectacular vantage point over Taunton 
Deane and out to the Mendips and the 
Bristol Channel. 


Contact the editorial 
team with your Blackdown 
Hills news and stories 

www.viewfromtheblackdownhills.co.uk 
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Film fans in 
for real treat 

MADE in Dagenham, the British 
film set in 1968 and featuring 
performances from Bob 
Hoskins, Miranda Richardson 
and Sally Hawkins, will be 
shown at Yarcombe Village Hall 
on Thursday, January 13th, at 
7.30pm. 

A spokesman for the event said: 
“We look forward to seeing you all. 
Don’t forget, to make it a good 
evening out you can have a meal at 
the Yarcombe Inn, provided you 
order beforehand, so you have plenty 
of time to enjoy your food before 
coming on down to the hall. 

“We have also received 
confirmation that the films to be 
shown on Thursday, February 10th, 
and Thursday, March 10th, will be 
Another Year and The King’s 
Speech.” 


Map success 

AN east Devon pre-school has 
scored a highly commended in a 
map competition as part of the 
Best Kept Village in Devon 
award. 

Dunkeswell Pre-school entered the 
competition even though it was 
designed for primary school pupils. 

The map produced by the 
youngsters at Dunkeswell was 
described as “remarkable” by the 
competition judges. It included 
landmarks from the village including 
St Nicholas Church and Wolford 
Chapel, Dunkeswell Air Centre, 
farms and shops. 

The school was awarded a £20 
book token for their efforts. 


Atlantic expedition 

Lynn returns home after 28,000-mile geographical trip 
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» in the mud in the Sahara Desert in 
Mauritania, shipwrecked in Guinea 
Bissau, fell into rebel hands in Cote 
d’Ivoire, travelled hundreds of miles up 
the Amazon in Brazil, contracted 
Dengue fever in Venezuela and 
encountered rattle snakes in America. 

Lynn Morris said: “It has been a bit of 
an adventure. The idea behind the 
journey was to explore what could be 
lost if the sea level continues to rise and 
we have seen some horrifying examples 
of how climate change is already 
affecting people around the edge of the 
Atlantic. We have also seen some 
inspirational projects tackling climate 
change.” 

On the journey the team provided an 
educational network between 15,000 
students in low-lying coastal 
communities. Through their 
photography, films and writing, they 
also documented what will be lost if the 
climate change predictions come true. 

The team travelled through Europe, 
Africa, crossed the ocean by 
containership to Brazil, then drove north 
to Colombia. From Colombia they 
shipped themselves and their car to 
Mexico, then drove up the east coast of 
the US to Boston. 

There they jumped aboard the MV 
Taiko who carried them safely across the 
Atlantic until they jumped ship in 
Zeebrugge, Belgium, on Friday, 
December 2nd to take a Eurostar back to 
London. However, the group hadn’t 
bargained for the amount of disruption 
caused by the snow in the UK. 

After various delays and unscheduled 
stops Lynn, Tim and Will made it back 
to London to be welcomed by two of 
Atlantic Rising’s most dedicated fans 
and a bottle of champagne. 

Then they all headed home to surprise 
their parents. 

More information on the voyage can 
be found by visitng their website at 
www. atlanticrising. org. 
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♦ LYNN Morris, 30, is pictured with expedition pals 
Tim Bromfield, centre, and Will Lorimer in Poole as 
they prepare to set off on September 1st 2009 
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Contact our editorial team with your Blackdowns stories 



High Quality Upholstery 



BESTS of HONITON 

We aim to offer our customers the best of all worlds 
in terms of price, service and quality. During our genuine 
winter sale we are discounting by 25% on Sutcliffe 
Furniture and Kingstown Furniture RRP’s by up to 47 % on 
Harrisons & Dreamworks Beds, up to 40%o on Silentnight 
beds, carpets are also reduced but still expertly fitted. 

134 HIGH STREET HONITON DEVON EX14 1JP (01404 42436) 




Hand Crafted Personally Tailored 


SELECTION OF SUITES, BEDS & FURNITURE AT 
CLEARANCE PRICES TO TO MAKE WAY FOR 
NEW 2011 MODELS 




Ready Assembled Beautiful 
Bedroom Furniture 



The Complete Carpet Service: 
Accurate measuring & Planning 
Advice you can trust 
1000’s of carpets to choose from 
Competitive pricing 
Furniture moved if required 
Interior Design Advice 
Our own experienced qualified fitters 



Great British Fine 
Furniture 



FREE DELIVERY WITHIN A 25 MILE RADIUS ON ITEMS OVER £150 - OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK - REMOVAL UNDERTAKEN IF REQUIRED 
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View from the Blachdown Hills 


Walk drama 
in book form 

LOCAL walkers seeking 
excitement are getting new 
books to help them indulge their 
passion. 

The first in a new series entitled A 
Dozen Dramatic Walks in Devon will 
be published during the early part of 
2011 to be followed by companion 
books for Somerset, Dorset, and 
Cornwall. 

The guides are being published by 
Uffculme-based Culm Valley 
Publishing. 


Drirnm* * 


Devon 



4 • 

AX '*** 1 


Co-founder Simone Stanbrook- 
Byrne said: “We are very fortunate to 
live and work in such a beautiful part 
of the world. 

“Its fabulous scenery lends itself to 
this kind of venture.” 

“The guides are aimed at walkers 
who like drama, amazing views and a 
sense of accomplishment at the end 
of the day.” 

A Dozen Dramatic Walks in 
Devon will be available in January 
from all good bookshops at £5.99. 
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Blackdown 
Hills AONB 


neroche 


Sing Christmas carols in the woods 


The whole family can get 
in the Christmas spirit by 
singing carols under the 
night sky at a special free 
event near Hemyock. 

The outdoor sing-song will 
take place around a bonfire 
in woods at Quarts Moor 
on Friday 17 December. 
The Blackdown 

Community Choir and 
Chard-based Meeting 
Voices choir will lead 
everyone through all the 
festive favourites, as well 
as performing some special 
Christmas music. Locally- 
made mince pies and hot 
drinks will also be on sale. 
Parking is at the National 
Trust car park at Quarts 
Moor (opposite Wallaces 
Farm). If needed, there will 
be overflow car parking 


with a shuttle bus service 
from Wellington 

Monument car park. 


Parking is limited so car 
sharing is encouraged. 

To find out more see the 


AONB website or call the 
office on 01823 680681. 



A Slice of Neroche 



♦ Sculptor Rob Jakes (right) with geology expert Hugh Prudden 


The Neroche Scheme has 
installed a new geology 
sculpture at the Staple Hill, 
on the popular all-ability 
loop trail. The new 
sculpture, entitled ‘A Slice 
of Neroche’, is built from 
local oak and provides a 
tactile model of the land 
form of the Blackdown 
Hills AONB ridge, showing 
the underlying geology in a 
simple, non-technical way. 
It was carved by sculptor 
Rob Jakes from an oak tree 


harvested locally from 
Staple Park Wood, only 
lkm from where the 
sculpture now sits. The 
process started back in the 
summer when the oak tree 
trunk was sawn into thick 
planks as part of a 
demonstration of wood 
cutting at the Blackdown 
Hills Woodland Fair in July. 
From there, Rob 
transported the wood to his 
studio in Pembrokeshire 
where he designed and 


carved the planks into a 
complex 3-D jigsaw made 
up of 32 separate pieces, 
which were brought back to 
Staple Hill early in 
November to be assembled. 
Local geology expert Hugh 
Prudden advised the team 
in the design of the 
sculpture, to ensure that it 
gives an accurate 
representation of the 
underlying rocks. Hugh 
said: 

“The sculpture aims to 
portray the rock formations 
and landscape of the 
northern edge of the 
Blackdown Hills. The 
Somerset Geology Group 
was pleased to cooperate in 
the project as one of their 
aims is to promote an 
awareness and 

understanding of 

Somerset’s outstanding 
geological diversity.” 

The sculpture adds to the 
attraction of the existing 


viewpoint on the Staple 
Hill loop trail, described 
recently as offering one of 
the best views in the South 
West. Offering easy access 
into the Neroche Forest for 
everyone, including those 
with limited mobility, the 
trail provides a spectacular 
vantage point over Taunton 
Deane and out to the 
Mendips and the Bristol 
Channel. It’s also a great 
starting point for venturing 
further out onto the 
Herepath Trail. 

To find the loop trail, look 
for the Staple Hill car park 
signs on the ridge road 
between Castle Neroche 
and Corfe Hill cross roads. 



♦ A Slice of Neroche 


Telephone numbers: 
AONB : 01823 680681 
Neroche : 01823 680846 
Making it Local: 01823 680626 
Websites: 

www.blackdownhillsaonb.org.uk 

www.nerochescheme.org 

www.makingitlocal.org 


Funding for allotments 
and biodiversity- 


There is still a small 
amount of money 
available in the AONB’s 
Sustainable 
Development Fund for 
this financial year. We 
are particularly 

interested in 


applications from small- 
scale biodiversity 
projects and allotment 
schemes. To find out 
more, call us on 01823 
680681 or see the 
funding pages on our 
website. 


Kentisbeare bridleway 
helps win award 


The completion of a key 
link in the horse riding 
network in the 
Blackdown Hills has 
helped Devon County 
Council win two British 
Horse Society Awards. 
Bridleway 41 near 
Kentisbeare has been 
given a new surface over 
a 2km stretch, making it 
much more accessible 
for walkers and horse 
riders. The 

improvements by have 
been carried out in 
partnership with the 
AONB. 


The scheme is one of 
many have resulted in 
the council winning the 
British Horse Society’s 
Safety Award, and the 
Access Award, for the 
local authority most 
active in opening up 
equestrian routes. 

The Kentisbeare route 
forms part of the 
horseriding circuits 
developed by local 
volunteer John 

Presgrave which can be 
downloaded from the 
AONB website. 


Welcome Julie 


Making it Local would 
like to welcome Julie 
Fergusson to their team 
as the new Development 
Worker for the 
Blackdown Hills area. 
Julie has experience of 
working with 

community transport 
projects for Devon. She 
will be replacing Nicola 
Buckingham who is 
leaving to work as a 
rural researcher. 


Making it Local has now 
approved 38 projects, 
but has plenty of 
funding left for 
community and business 
projects in the 
Blackdown Hills and 
East Devon AONB 
areas. If you have a 
project idea please 
contact us on 01823 
680626 or visit 
www.makingitlocal.org 


Blackdown Hills AONB, Neroche and Making it Local, St Ivel House, Station Road, Hemyock, EX15 3SJ 
The Blackdown Hills AONB Partnership is funded by Natural England, Devon County Council, Somerset County Council, East Devon District Council, Mid Devon District Council, Taunton Deane Borough 
Council and South Somerset District Council. 

The Neroche Scheme is led by the Forestry Commission. It is funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund, supported by the Blackdown Hills AONB Partnership, Natural England, Devon County Council, Somerset 
County Council, East Devon District Council, Mid Devon District Council, Taunton Deane Borough Council and South Somerset District Council, The National Trust, Somerset Wildlife Trust, Butterfly 
Conservation and Somerset Art Works 

Making it Local is a locally managed grants scheme in the Blackdown Hills and East Devon AONB areas incorporating funding from the EU, Defra, South West RDA and Leader+ 
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Slimming world can help discover a new you 


Are you thinking of joining a Slimming group 
after the Christmas and New Year festivities? 

Well to save you the trouble of looking 
around Slimming World have decided to open 
up our groups the week commencing 20th 
December for you to come along and join in 
our Christmas parties and sample some of the 
warmth and hospitality of our groups as well 
as some lovely Food Optimising tasters. 

We are not asking you to come and join, so no 
pressure at all. We will also let you know about 
our fantastic joining offers in January. Please 
do come along and have a chat and maybe you 
may decide to join us in the New Year. 

Monday 20th - Ottery St Mary Football Club 

- 7.00pm 

Tuesday 21st - Honiton Baptist Church, High 
Street -7.00pm 

Wednesday 22nd - Honiton Baptist Church 

- 9.30 am 

Hope you can join us. 

For further information call Sharon on 
07963337178 or visit www.slimmingworld. 
co.uk. 



□ecause you're amazing 



Dawn pictured on the left before her weight loss at 
Slimming World. 



Pictured after foilwing a successful programr 
Dawn’s figure is transformed! 



Clinical. Hypnotherapy 

Michelle Hague 

BA(Hons)Ed Cert Ed PDC Hyp PDCBHyp MBSCH 


Clinics: 

Axminster - Unit 1, Coombe Lane 
Sidmouth Chiropractic Centre 
The Natural Health Practice in Exeter 


Hypnotherapy 

Cognitive Behavioural Hypnotherapy 

Helping you to take control of your life 

Help with: 

• Stop Smoking 

• Fear & Phobia 

• Eating disorders 

• IBS 

• ME / CFS 

• Pain Control 

• Sleep disorder / Insomnia 

• Stress & Anxiety 

• Emotional Distress 

• Relaxation 

• Confidence 

• Self Esteem 

• Performance Anxiety 

• Social Phobia 

• Motivation 

• Habit Breaking 

• Trauma 

• Healthy Eating 

• and much more. 

• NEW... Hypno-band 
(Virtual Gastric Band) 


takecontrolofyourlife.co.uk H Y p fl 0 B 3 W d 
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Feed your face 


What you put in your body 
is just as important as what 
you put on it. Boost your 
skin with the foods that 
work beauty wonders. 
Nutrition is never far from 
the headlines. From get¬ 
ting your ‘five a day’ fix to 
sinking two litres of water, 
there are enough must-fol- 
low commandments to cre¬ 
ate the nutritional equiva¬ 
lent of the Bible. 

While the growing array 
of superfoods and supple¬ 
ments may help give your 
skin a boost, it’s your daily 
diet that makes the biggest 
difference to your overall 
complexion. 

Yep, the foods you throw 
into your supermarket 
trolley really can have an 
effect in the fight against 
wrinkles, make your hair 
glossy, and encourage an 
elusive supermodel glow. 
Diet dramas 
Fast food and sweet treats 
may be moreish but too 
much of a good thing can 
result in telltale signs that 
your diet has taken a no¬ 
sedive. 

Premature ageing of the 
skin can be related to an 
excess of sugar and refined 
foods. 

Fiona says: “Poor diet can 
result in poor skin health, 
which shows itself through 
dull, flaky skin and dark 
circles under the eyes, as 
well as spot breakouts.” 
Dehydrated skin lacking 
in water can quickly look 
wrinkled and drawn. And 
it doesn’t matter what 
your skin type is, both dry 
and oily skin can suffer 
badly from the dehydra¬ 
tion blues. 

Sip regularly on fluids 
throughout the day and 
treat vour skin to SOS liv¬ 


ing replenishing ingrei 
ents such as super-moisti 
ising Sodium Hyalurom 
and Glycerin, a natui 
humectant. 

Skin savers 
Beautify from the insi 
out. There’s no need f 
complex recipe cards, ji 
sensible eating incorpor 
ing specific beauty-boo 
ing foods. 

“There are many foo 
that, if eaten regularly 
part of an overall well-b 
anced diet, will benefit t 
skin, however some foo 
are better than others a 
focusing on these will p] 
vide the extra nutrients: 
quired to boost your ski] 
health and give you a gre 
complexion,” Fiona says 
Gorge on veg 
Eating plenty of vegetah 
can help you stay feeli 
and looking healthy. 
“Bright orange, red a: 
green-coloured vegetabl 
replenish the nutrients 
your body,” Fiona explaii 
Try including tomatoi 
carrots, sweet potatoes a 
broccoli in your diet.” 
Beauty enhancer: Yes 1 
Tomatoes Facial Mas 
£11.99 (www. victoriaheal 
com). 

Eat more fish 

“Eating fish is a tasty w 
to have a light, health 
meal with the added bene 
of Omega-3 fatty acids 
Fiona reveals. 

“Try adding some salmc 
trout, tuna, mackerel, s: 
dines or herrings into yo 
diet.” 

Brew a cuppa 
“Sit down and have a ni 
cup of tea,” Fiona sr 
gests. “It will help to ke 
you hydrated and cou 
towards your eight glass 
of water a dav.” 
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Reach new heights in 201 1 

With Pulman'i Vi#w From Sprits 

•Pulmans View From Axminstcr "Pulrnans View From Seaton "Pulmans View From Colyton "Pulmans View 
From Honiton "Pulrnans View From Ottery St Mary 

Free Professional Design Service, Free advert on our website 

Make your budget go further in more newspapers in your area Call 01297 32601 


Two celebrities reveal their tips on the 
fashion and beauty front for 2011 


New Year - New You? 


It’s Time for Change 


If like many, you or 
someone you know 
has had a bad year 
in 2010, then maybe 
it’s time for you to 
do something nice 
for yourself or show 
this advert to the per¬ 
son you think it may 
help. 

If you have been 
unwell, or have felt 
the stress of the sea¬ 
son now passed, then 
give yourself a gift. 

Learn how to do 
something wonder¬ 
ful for yourself that 
you can use again 
and again. 

Learn how to un¬ 
wind to de stress and 
to enjoy life again. 

Give yourself a 
gift, the gift of “the 
present”. 

Michelle Hague 
is an experienced 
professional Clinical 


Hypnotherapist and 
Cognitive Behav¬ 
ioural Hypnothera¬ 
pist and an Interna¬ 
tional Lecturer with 
the London College 
of Clinical Hypno¬ 
sis. 

She will take time 
to help you learn 
how very simply 
you can start to take 
control of your life 
and to enjoy every 
moment. 

Be the person you 
want to be, shine 
with confidence and 
energy, focus on what 
is important to you. 

There is no myth 
or magic, just sim¬ 
ple, no nonsense, 
common sense, and 
good clinical confi¬ 
dential professional 
help, with most pre¬ 
senting symptoms 
and conditions. 


Whether you want 
to relax and unwind 
or give up smok¬ 
ing or lose a few 
pounds. 

Combining mod¬ 
ern techniques 
with understanding 


and good therapy, 
Michelle will help 
you, and soon, you 
could find you are 
back on track and 
ready to enjoy the 
New Year and all it 
holds. 



Michelle Hague is an experienced professional Clinical 
Hypnotherapist and Cognitive Behavioural Hypno¬ 
therapist. 


New Challenge 
for 2011? 


Cloakham 
Lawns Sports 
Centre 


• Aminster Town Cricket 
Club 

• Axminster TCC Colts 

• Ladies Cricket 

• Axminster Indoor Bowls 

• Axminster outdoor bowls 








Cloakham Lawns Sports Centre 

Chard Road. Axminster. Devon 

tel: 01297 34*147* web: www.cloakhamlawnco.uk 


Seek inspiration for your own New Year style resolution 


By Lisa Haynes 
New Year resolutions are 
never exactly a revela¬ 
tion. Quit alcohol, smok¬ 
ing or takeaways and take 
up the gym... the more 
cliched ones are usually 
the hardest to keep. 

With the start of a new 
decade looming, why not 
maintain a style promise 
instead? 

Whether it’s vowing to 
religiously remove your 
make-up before bed or 
inject more colour into 
your wardrobe, an achiev¬ 
able resolution to make 
you look and feel better 
should spell the start of 
a gorgeous 2011. 
Anti-ageing expert Nicky 
Hambleton-Jones agrees: 
“I am not a believer in 
‘big’ New Year’s resolu¬ 
tions, it can be a pressure 
cooker striving to achieve 
life-changing goals like 
getting a new job, or los¬ 
ing a lot of weight - all 
within just one year!” 

So ditch the over-ambi¬ 


tious resolutions you’ll 
forget after January 5th 
and kick off 2011 with 
a non-taxing fashion or 
beauty intention. 

Our celebrities unveil 
their style-led vows. 

Coleen Rooney, designer 
for Littlewoods 
“My style resolution is 
to pick out my outfit the 
night before. With my own 
range from Littlewoods 
coming out in January 
and (son) Kai keeping me 
busier than ever, this will 
certainly make the morn¬ 
ings easier.” 

Cat Deeley, face of Pan- 
tene Pro-V Aqua Light 
“Less is more. If I don’t 
have to wear make-up, I 
don’t. If there’s no real 
reason to have my hair 
‘done’, I leave it. I think 
if you look after yourself 
on a regular basis and 
do the prep before hand, 
you don’t need to put 
lots of effort into looking 

TV presenter and former model Cat Deeley. 
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y Qroup near you today.. 


OTTERY ST MARY - NEW CONSULTANT 

Mondays @ 7.00pm 
OSM Football Club 

Tel: Dawn 07545 043 059 


AXMINSTER 

Wednesday @ 6.30pm 
Masonic Hall, Axminster 

Tel: Helen Jones 01297 34714 


HONITON 

Tuesdays @ 7.00pm 

and Wednesdays @ 9.30am and midday 

Honiton Baptist Church,H igh Street 

Tel: Sharon 07963 337 178 


supcrchmed 

slimming a 


FIVE JOIN TOGETHER = FREE MEMBERSHIP 

(SAVE £10) 

0844 897 8000 ^ W0RLD 

www.slimmingworld.com 


Slimmin 



because you’re amazing 
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Film group 
shows one 
for the girls 


FILM 


MADE in Dagenham will be shown at Yarcombe 
Village Hall on Thursday, January 13th, at 7.30pm. 

The 1960s were a time of great change: America 
mourned the assassination of John F Kennedy, the Civil 
Rights Movement gained momentum and man took his 
first steps on the moon. 

For the 187 women machinists employed at Ford’s 
Dagenham assembly plant in 1968, it was a decade when 
a single act of rebellion changed history. 

Disgusted by their lowly standing in the eyes of 
management compared to the male workers, the women 
went on strike to protest against unequal pay and sexual 
discrimination. 

The subsequent power struggle with the board of the 
plant established a precedent for women around the world, 
proving that a few strong-willed individuals can slay a 
corporate giant. 

Blessed with a powerful lead performance from Sally 
Hawkins that should be a prime contender for end of year 
awards consideration, Made in Dagenham dismisses the 
notion that Essex girls serve only one purpose as the butt 
of cheap jokes. 

Made In Dagenham evokes the period perfectly with a 
toe-tapping soundtrack and groovy fashions of the era. 



FRFF Leisure Review 

X XXXjXj Diary Dates listing form 


Date. 

Event. 

Time. 

Venue . 

Town/Village. 

Organised by.Tel no. 

Send your Diary Dates to: 

View from the Blackdown Hills, Tindle House, South Street, Axminster, Devon EX13 5AD or email 
blackdown@tindlenews.co.uk. 

Please note: This is a free service and whilst we endeavour to include all entries, we cannot guarantee all listings 
submitted will be published. Please use one form per event. 


WE ARE UNABLE TO TAKE DIARY DATES LISTINGS OR QUERIES OVER THE PHONE 
Deadline for Diary Dates entries is on Fridays at 12 noon 




Saturday, January 8th 

YARCOMBE: Learn the traditional skill of hedge 
laying with experienced instructors from the 
Blackdown Hills Hedge Laying Association. Starts at 
9.30am to 4pm Cost: £30. Booking required. Lor 
more information contact George Pidgeon on 01404 
881634 / 07970 64463lor see http://bhha.info. 

Saturday, January 15th 

WELLINGTON: A walk including Wellington 
Monument and Blackdown Common, Culm Pyne 
Barton. Approximately 7 miles/11km. Prom 10.30am 
to 3.30pm. Booking not required. Leaving 
Wellington Monument car park. Map ref: ST 143167. 
Lor more information contact Allen Holway on 
01823 681522. 

Saturday, January 22nd 

CHARD: Peace Vigil at Holyrood Street, Chard, 
from 11am to 12noon. 

LUPPITT: Landscape archaeologist Hazel Riley 
will guide you on a fascinating walk at Dumpdon and 
talk about the ancient history of the Blackdown Hills. 
10am to 12 noon. Cost; adults £5 - under 12s £2.50. 
Meet at Dumpdon Hill NT car park, near Luppitt. 

Tuesday, January 25th 

ILMINSTER: Public Meeting at Minster Rooms, 
Ilminster, at 7.30. 

Tuesday, February 22nd 

ILMINSTER: Public Meeting at Minster Rooms, 
Ilminster at 7.30pm. 



The Guildhall 



Tickets from Adults £9 

Archway Bookshop, Church St, paid in advance) 

Axminster EX1 3 5AQ. 16 & under / OAP £6 

Tel: 01 297 33595 2 Adults / 2 Cone £24 

(After hours Tel: 0 3 404 S3 3 089) (only available in advance) 



























View from the Black down Hills 


January 2011 13 



B arleymow’s Farm Shop and 
Restaurant, near Chard in Somerset, 
has set a new standard for farm shops 
- modern, clean, spacious premises, friendly 
staff, family activities, and a truly wide 
choice of delicious fresh local produce. We 
are easy to find and offer ample free parking 
and we also have our own restaurant serving 
delicious home-made meals and snacks made 
using local produce. 

Barleymow's started out by selling meat from 
our farm directly to our customers through a 
box scheme - this grew and grew and led us to 
open the farm shop in July 2002. 

With the success of the farm shop we have 
expanded again - we now have a restaurant and 
our kitchens have grown enabling us to make 
even more of our own products on site. You can't 
get fresher than that! 

Our Farm supplies all the beef, lamb, eggs, 
potatoes, Christmas trees and various other 
items for the shop. When you visit 
Barleymow's Farm Shop you will be only 50 
yards from where the livestock feeds on the lush 
Somerset grass. 

With such a large range of quality local food 
on offer there is something to tempt all palates 
and purses - from the finest cuts of meat, the 
freshest fruit and vegetables, to the mighty 
Somerset faggot made to our own recipe! 

For the children there is ice cream, our big 
outdoor playing area, a smaller play area in the 
restaurant and activities throughout the year 
such as our Maize Maze and Farm Adventure 
play area in the summer and pumpkin carving at 
Halloween! 


Barleymow's is a family business with a 
friendly family atmosphere. Rose and Martin 
Burrough and their family all pull together to 
run the farm and the shop. At Barleymow's 
Farm Shop we are proud to offer a range of 
delicious home grown, home made and locally 
sourced products. 

Shopping for lunch? How about freshly baked 
bread, some of our special baked ham with 
pickle or fruit chutney in a sandwich, some 
delicious local cheeses, speciality crisps, 
freshly made pasties or pies made with our farm 
raised meat, some home made cakes, scones 
with jam or special preserves and to wash it 
down tea and biscuits? Fruit juices or cordial? 
Or maybe Somerset cider, local beer or wine! 

For dinner you'll find a wide selection at our 
butchery counter which stocks our own beef, 
lamb and game from our own farm. The meat is 
hung and butchered on the premises in the 
traditional way to ensure you get that special 
flavour. There is nothing quite like Barleymow's 
fresh meat for taste and tenderness. 

We stock game meats in season, local fresh 
pork from near Axminster, fresh local poultry 
and we make, to our own recipe, special 
sausages and all the burgers, faggots, pies, 
pasties and many deli items that we sell, on site. 

To complement your meat purchases there is a 
wide range of 'fresh from the farm' vegetables. 
Tasty fresh dug carrots, potatoes, green 
vegetables and much more. What isn't grown 
on the Barleymow's Farm is supplied by local 
growers. 

And for tomorrow's breakfast you can't beat 
the colour of the yolks in our free range eggs 
(they come from the chickens that you can see 
in the field beside the shop) and the smell of our 
traditionally cured bacon as it sizzles in your 
pan! 

To assist you in your weekly shop, alongside 
our fresh produce you will find a wide range of 
special frozen foods. Not your usual over¬ 
packaged goods, but good quality low priced 
fish, meat, croissants, fruit and vegetables, etc. 





Wishing Everyone A Very Merry Christmas 
A Genuine Village Freehouse. 

Nestling in the charming village of Ashill. 
Just ten mins east of Junction 27 

REAL ALES • GREAT FOOD 

INCLUDING TRADITIONAL SUNDAY LUNCHES, 
BEER GARDEN, CAR PARK 

ALL ENQUIRIES 01884 840506 
Ashill EX15 3NL 

A WARM WELCOME AWAITS 

No Cards 



WHAT’S ON AT THE EAGLE TAVERN 
Taking Bookings for Christmas 


For something different you will find quality 
pasta and sauces and as you would expect, a full 
range of dairy products. We also now sell ready 
meals which are prepared in our restaurant 
kitchen. 

Our bread is freshly baked daily and the cakes 
we make taste just like the ones your Granny 
used to make! Satisfied restaurant customers 

The Barleymow's Farm Shop Restaurant is 
now open and serving delicious home cooked 
food, made from local ingredients, including 
hot meals, cakes and snacks. Try our farm shop 
produce, freshly cooked by us, served to you by 
friendly staff in beautiful surroundings. 

We also have a Daily Specials Board which 
may include such delicious meals as Lamb 
Hotpot, Cottage Pie, Steak and Ale Pie, freshly 
made Soup, Chicken with Leeks and Bacon and 
a Vegetarian special such as Mushroom 
Stroganoff - all served with seasonal vegetables. 

You can enjoy your food while taking in the 
beautiful views of the surrounding countryside 
from our comfortable new terrace area or from 
our outside seating area if the weather permits! 
Indoors we have a small play area to keep the 
children occupied while you relax. 

Barleymow's own farm supplies all the beef 
and lamb served in the restaurant and if you 
enjoy your meal you can either buy many of the 
locally sourced ingredients from the shop, or 
whole ready made meals from our restaurant 
kitchen! The menu can be viewed on line at 
www.barleymowsfarmshop.co.uk 


1 


Barleymows News - PHIL THE FISH IS 
HERE EVERY FRIDAY 


Philip Pearce aka Phil the Fish is here at 
Barleymows every Friday between 9am and 
2pm selling FRESH fish, whole and filleted 
fish and shellfish, mainly caught from Lyme 
Bay. He also has a great range of smoked fish. 
Phil is based locally at Combe St. Nicholas 
(only 1 mile as the crow flies from Barleymows) 
he has been an excellent fishmonger for many 
years and still continues to do his doorstep 
rounds. 


We, at Barleymows are very excited to be able 
to offer quality fresh fish to compliment our 
existing wide range of homeproduced and 
homemade foods. We will also be putting Phils 
fish on the menu in our restaurant from time to 
time. Barleymow's farm shop Tel: 01460 62130 




HOTEL | BAR | RESTAURANT | WEDDINGS | PARTIES | CONFERENCES 

SAMPLE LUNCHTIME 
WINTER WARMER 


Lunchtime 
Winter Warmer 

served Monday to Saturday 
£9.95 two courses / £12.95 three courses 


Home-Made Soup of the Moment (v) 
Crispy King Prawns Wrapped in Filo Pastry 
Sweet and Sour Dipping Sauce 
Chicken Liver and Smoked Bacon Parfait, 
Red Onion Marmalade 
Brie & Spinach Tart, Balsamic Dressing 

Turkey Tikka Masala Curry, Poppadom 
Grilled Gammon Steak, Chips, Pineapple & 
Lakeview Chutney 
Fish of the Day, Chips and Peas 
Twice Baked Black Pepper Cheesecake, 
Tomato Chutney (v) 



A La Carte menu 

served Monday to Saturday 
lunchtime and every evening 

Sunday Carvery 
12 - 3pm 

Adult £8.45/£11.45/£14.45 
Child £6.45/£9.45/£12.45 


Fruits of the Forest Eton Mess 
Hot Chocolate and Hazelnut Fondant 
Caramelised Lemon Tart 
Selection of Ice Cream or Sorbet 

Two Course £9.95 per person 
Three Course £12.95 per person 

All Prices Are Inclusive of VAT @ 17.5% 


Lakeview Manor, Dunkeswell, Honiton EX14 4SH 
Tel: 01404 891358 | email: reception@lakeviewmanor.co.uk 
www.lakeviewmanor.co.uk 
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Written by countryside 
correspondent 


Tony Jackson 




FOR wildlife this is a time of 
great hardship and as these days 
so many birds have come to 
depend on garden feeders every 
effort must be made to ensure 
that supplies are maintained, 
even though this can prove to be 
quite costly. 

However, my apple tree, elderly 
and mistle-toe clad as it is, has 
proved a cheap life-saver! This year 
it bore the heaviest crop of cookers I 
can recall, and while some were 
used for chutney the majority, scores 
of apples, ended up as windfalls. I 
decided to leave them to carpet the 
ground and am very glad I did so, 
for they have proved a life-line for 
blackbirds and mistle-thrushes. 

Soft and mushy, the birds are 
stocking up on the fruit as fast as 
they can. Glancing though the 
window I can see over a dozen 
blackbirds, a redwing and a mistle- 
thrush feeding voraciously. 

Soon, though, the windfalls will be 
consumed, but by then, hopefully, 
the cold snap will be over, the 


ground soft and normal living 
resumed. 

As yet I have seen no fieldfares, 
and the solitary redwing is also the 
first spotted, though I am sure more 
will appear, driven south and west 
by the weather. 

The large holly tree by the garden 
is rapidly being stripped of its red 
berries, mainly by woodpigeons , 
and is probably one of the few 
bushes still to carry any autumn 
fruits. All the hedges have been 
hacked down by farm cutters, 
leaving no cover or food for wildlife 
through the winter. A plea, then, to 
anyone with a garden, to maintain 
food supplies for birds through the 
lean and hungry months ahead. 

With the snowy weather on the 
ground this is a difficult time for 
horse owners, especially if they have 
animals which have to be exercised. 
It can also, as my wife discovered a 
day before the snow arrived, prove 
to be highly dangerous when an 
irresponsible and stupid driver is in 
the vicinity! 


Only a few days ago a rider was hit 
by a car near Colyton, the horse 
killed and the rider, a woman, 
severely injured. In this case the 
driver failed to stop but was later 
apprehended in Honiton. 

From horses to seahorses! The 
Dorset coastline is renowned for its 
colonies of seashorses and now they 
are to be immortalised in art. 

Fine artist Esther Tyson has won 
the Undersea Wildlife Art Award 
from the Dorset Wildlife Trust in 
association with The Society of 
Wildlife Artists (SWLA). The award 
consists of a bursary which will 
enable Esther to learn to dive and 
then work underwater off the Dorset 
coast. She was inspired to compete 
for the award after reading about 
Studland’s colony of spiny and 
short-snouted seahorses and will 
come to Dorset from her native 
Derbyshire in the spring to be 
trained in scuba diving and then to 
start work recording the underwater 
life. 

Her finished work will then be 


exhibited in Dorset and at the 
SWLA’s annual exhibition in 
London next year. 

By the time you read this column 
we may well be suffering from 
Arctic conditions, that is if the 
forecasters have for once got it right. 

Ever eager to produce headline 
quotes, the weather sooths have just 
predicted that we are about to 
experience the worst winter storms 
in a century, lasting well into the 
new year. Well, maybe. 

As I write it is relatively mild 
again, but I am poised for the 
blizzards which are apparently about 
to strike. 

I very much hope that the 
forecasters have got it wrong, for 
prolonged icy, snow-bound 
conditions are only calculated to 
cause extreme hardship, not only to 
humans but also to all forms of 
wildlife, desperate for food and 
shelter. This form of extreme 
weather inevitably causes unusual 
movements of bird life, as the recent 
cold spell confirmed. 


There was a massive movement of 
birds when the snow started to fall 
early in December, including large 
flocks of lapwings and over 2,000 
skylarks all seen flying west over 
Seaton in search, presumably, of 
milder conditions. 

One very unusual visitor was a 
yellow wagtail, a summer migrant 
which normally departs from these 
shores by mid-September. 

However, this bird was trapped 
and ringed during a routine 
operation and closer inspection 
suggested that it might be an Eastern 
yellow wagtail. If so this would be 
the first confirmed record for the 
UK. 

In addition, large numbers of 
wildfowl, including huge flocks of 
wigeon and teal, pochard, gadwall, 
three eiders and two goldeneye have 
been recorded on the Axe estuary 
and a single velvet scoter was also 
spotted out at sea. 

For my modest part, the windfall 
apples, or what’s left of them, are 
still drawing in a few blackbirds, 
while several mistle-thrushes have 
been taking advantage of the 
mistletoe growing on the ancient 
apple tree. Sadly, I have yet to see a 
single song thrush, a bird which 
seems to have declined to the point 
of extreme rarity. 

There have also been several large 
flocks of starlings taking advantage 
of the frost-free meadows while 
numerous packs of “small brown 
jobs” have passed to and fro, but 
unidentifiable. 

Meanwhile, can I plead for readers 
to make every effort to provide food 
and water for garden birds, 
especially if the promised bitter 


weather does materialise. If the 
ground is frozen, the hedgerows now 
denuded of berries and insect life 
non-existent, a wide range of birds 
will be almost entirely dependent on 
our generosity. 

From land to the sea. Apparently 
one of Dorset’s most endangered 
creatures has been discovered in 
Swanage and Studland bays. A 
survey this year revealed that these 
areas are the nursery ground for 
undulate rays, one of the smallest 
and most attractive of British skates 
and rays. The fish displays a pattern 
of delicate wavy lines surrounded by 
pale dots, and is now protected and 
listed as endangered. Hopefully, 
these two bays will be listed as 
marine reserves under the Marine 
and Coastal Act 2009, providing 
protection for these rare creatures. 

How were these fish identified in 
these bays? 

Well, the volunteer-led survey 
involved collecting mermaid’s 
purses, the empty egg cases of 
skates and rays from the beaches, 
and also sightings by divers of 
juvenile undulate rays. 

Sufficient evidence has now been 
gathered to put forward a strong case 
to protect these nursery areas at 
Studland and Swanage. 

To contact Tony Jackson, write 
to: Country Scene, South 
Street, Axminster, Devon EX13 
5AD or by email to: 
wardjackson@tiscali.co.uk 

The views expressed are those of the 
columnist and not necessarily of the 
newspaper. 
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TOP CLOTHING BRANDS FOB CHRISTMAS 


Bring this advert with you to any 

Jimmy Green store 


and receive 


10 % 


Lower Fore Street, BEER 
Telephone 01297 625125 

Jimmy Green — r 


rim T I - fl 

I I*. 

40 Fore Street, SIDMOUTH 
Telephone 01395 577555 


ro off any purchase 

[offer ends 24th Dec] 

3 CHRISTMAS SHOPPING PAYS TO GO! 


CHRISTMAS GIFTS from all these TOP BRANDS and more. 
O'NEILL ANIMAL BILL A BONO RIPCURL REEF 
HELLY HANSEN ROXY QUIKSILVER WEIRD FISH 
OLD GUyS RULE SKULL CANDY BREO SALOMON 



HALF 


ALL STOCK 



Starts 30th December 10am 


Tho Square, Seaton 
Telephone 01297 24488 


includes 


ur stores at SEATON and SIDMOUTH 

’ Tickets but excludes new 'white 1 price tickets 
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Without Ford's Home 
Care, Boiler Repairs 
can be Expensive 


Burner 

£180 


Replace 

Expansion 

Vessel 

£160 — 


Auto Air Vet 

£180 - 

Gas Valve 

£210 - 



Thermistor 

£90 


Fan £214 


Heat 

Exchanger 

£546 


Pump 

£184 


Control 

Panel 

£242 


0 et caught out liA/ the eold 
this wliA/tdr. c^et covwplete 'peace 
of \M,i\A,d with Fords,. 




□ 

mains cold water stop valve 


GOLD 

O BOILER & SYSTEMS 

(Includes routine service) unvented 
cylinders not included but can be 
covered at an extra cost 

SILVER 

O BOILER ONLY 

(Including internal programmer, 
pump and routine service) 

BLUE 

O ELECTRICS 


RED 

O PLUMBING 


WHITE 

O not COVERED 



«*sk aoouf our plumbingandeS^B 


Alexandria Industrial Estate • Sidmouth • EX10 9HA 

01395 571000 


^oncisrat 


+“ 


www.fords.co.uk 


cover 


Free Parking 
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View from the Blackdown Hills 


Local Services 

in the Blackdown Hills 

www.viewfromtheblackdownhills.co.uk 


View from 

The Blackdown Hills 


Covering the entire area of 
outstanding natural beauty 



8,000 copies 
Please call Louise on 

01297 32601 

or e-mail: 

louise@tindlenews.co.uk 



Structural timbers and 


Oak trusses 

Beautiful traditional solid 
wood floors and doors 

Joinery timbers 

Tel 01404 891713 

www.peterquinain.co.uk 


E-mail Louise at 
louise@tindlenews.co.uk 

rug services 


PERSONAL SERVICE 
Trish Andrews 

BLACKDOWN 
RUG SERVICES 

HORSE RUGS CLEANED & REPAIRED 
Rug washing from turnout £7.50 stable rugs 
£6.50, sheets £3 cold washed and 
naturally line dried 

Millview Cottage, Clayhidon, Cullompton 
EX15 3PN 

Tel: 01823 681453 


house clearance 


All Rubbish 
Chard House Clearance 

ALL RUBBISH.co.uk WE CLEAR: chakd house clearance™ 

Business’s, Homes, Garages, Gardens, Outbuildings, Shop 
Fitters Contracts, Asbestos, Furniture, Carpets, WEEE, 
Rubble, Soil, Builders Waste, Flood & Fire Damage, etc 
Tree Felling & Surgery, Asbestos Surveys. 
Business & House Contents Clearance 
We do the loading & can still be more 
Competitive than a skip! 

07813 836876 01460 259600 

• XV -St 0 


carpentry & joinery 



To advertise in 
this space 
Call Louise on 
01297 32601 

garden services 


Sheds and 
Summerhouses 

♦ AJI pirdto bdMnp mnd tarudim 

♦ yawtwt to 

♦ GtnK*fr p Ht • Sftetf K-4efts 

♦ Cufttoa oad itandord bdldi 

♦ B«W p u pTittw i oad i mtdl— n 

TCI 00*7 MS09 MOI 07771 102020 
www. oak an dir on .co.uk 



Garden gervices 


Winter Services 

Fences and sheds erected & repaired. 
Hedge cutting & hedge laying. 

Hedge and tree planting. Apple tree pruning. 

I Chainsaw work - tree lopping, cross cutting, your 
logs split and stacked with our log splitter. 
Flower beds tidied. Garden clearance. 
Landscaping. 

Yeg beds created or prepared for Spring. 

Paths gravelled. Gates hung. 

Compost bins, raised beds, rose arches 
constructed. 

Patios and paths pressure washed. 

All garden and external property work 
undertaken 

Please contact: Andrew Gilbert 
I Tel 01404 841538 or Mob 07906 879514 
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Local Services 

in the Blackdown Hills 

www.viewfromtheblackdownhills.co.uk 


countryside management ■ furniture & joinery I building services H carpentry 


Land management for non-farmers 


• Hedging, ditching, draining & all types of fencing 

• Pasture management (topping, spraying, 
rolling, liming & re-seeding) 

• Groundworks, drives, gateways, concreting yards 

• Welding repairs & steel fabrications 

We have the machinery and expertise 
to tackle most estate management problems, 
both big and small, from five practical farmers. 

Please find for free quote 

Tel 01460 234472 I Five Farmers 
www.fivefarmers.co.uk Manage^., .,a 


window cleaner 


f\ KEY'S cleanhRB 
Est 1 98' SERVICES LTD 

FRreNDLYTEAM Of KiUAMJ. ANO 
TRUSTWORTHY WINDOW CUANERS 

c*f» ciaar fotr w t*2c<m ntd» and out. 
•ncUdnf Vima ind sits 
Vde aho dem and gutter i dr li’ppcv 

fnrttv conacrvaconac, rocA and prago doors 

(01823) 27226*0 or 0788S4SI628 

CUAIUMfflO 4 p»f»«oo«* and Mttifartary 
jo4 to mHirn 


roofing service 


RI DGE ROOFI NG 

All aspects of roofing undertaken 
from leaky roofs to re-roofs 
Slating, tiling, flat roofing, 
chimney and lead work 
upvc fascia boards, 

Storm damage insurance work 
and grout work underatken 
insurance back guaranteed 
Free quotations and all work 
guaranteed. 

Tel 01823 662216 or 07789 555685 
The Warehouse, 
Waterpath, 
lower Westford, 
Wellington, 
Somerset 
TA21 ODS 



nursery 


THORNHAYES 

Nu ■V 

Devon'* Specialist Tree Grower 

Obv 1.000 ivmrltr* of /knud tVwrctl rancor 
0 .Irvrt W w froua lirb/vtViy rutmj rmilton 

La ytal ij'ui of WtJAJcuni'u tows 

t^m Id V*- Hniv Id PWMtf 

nv rj|ih>ir nmlCT IfnMA^n 1MW 

CulvfitlM. 0 15 ?OF JH. 2W745 

CiUk^}u adne vwLlknilaiCHMiKrf eg jA 


DAVID BALL 

FURNITURE RESTORATION 



MuMvyO, Aahculma, HMiyodt, 
Oir#on EX IS 3S4J 

Tvtvphonr 0193) MWJ7 
Motd* OHMS 401406 
E Ml. dctol12 ObUmtfrut.com 



avid Lloyd 

cabinet u.\kh 

Im!V Sk«i> Had HiM 
IIiibimm) l>H4» IJUI I LA 


Kitchens And Furniture Traditionally 
Made To Your Own Unique Design 

^ 01404 891800 

info@davidrlloyd.co.uk 


sawmills 


‘ -^4 Ncn 


We Cut & Build to Your Design in Our Workshops 


SAWN, PLANED, TREATED TIMBER 

• Fencing &G ates Decking @ Sheds Summerhouses 
Hard &S oft Wood Beams Woodchips 
• Oak Flooring • Timber Buildings • Stable 
• Chain Link Fencing • Post and Rail 
LOOK BEFORE YOU BUY 
We come out and give FREE ESTIMATES 
Mon - Fri 8am - 5pm. Sat 8am - 11am. (Closed for lunch 1 - 1.30) 


HONITON TEL:01404 43411 



SawmiJJ* 


tree services 


Blackdown 
Tree Services 


AM aspect* of 
• Tree Surgery 
e Stump Grinding 
e Garden Services 
e Estate Management 
e Grounds Maintenance 

Free Advice A Quotation 
Full Pub*c S Employers Insurance 

* 01823 668558 ertyo* 

07787 847423 «PTC 

www.bleckdowntreeeervices.co.uk 

ca Ivwi£to lec kdowntreese rvic e». co. u k 

24 HOUR EMERGENCY CALI OUT 




van & driver hire 


HANDY VAN 

• Van and driver hire 
• Light house removals 

• Collections and deliveries 
Licenced rubbish and house clearances 

• Local and Long distance 

• Days and nights 7 days a week 

01823 662963 or 07788 450274 


building maintenance 


G.B. BUILDING & MAINTENANCE 

Listed Building Specialist 

• Lime Plastering - Internal/External 

• Cob Repairs 

• Lath & Plaster 
• Stonework 

• Cut Roof, Green Oak etc 

Contact Gary Broom 
Telephone 01823 283212 or 
Mobile 07776 032289 


plant hire & fencing 


H.B.PLANT 

DEMOLITION BITE CLEARANCE. 
MASS CONCRETE REMOVAL 
ON SITE CRUSHING. 

STOCKLISTS OF RECLAMED MATERIALS 
AND SM BULOffGS 
FOR EXPERTISE AND PROMPT SERVICE 


MWM.hdplarTcQ.Lw 

TEL 01823 480753 
MOBILE 07770 864613 

Saytnour Colliqt, Curtand, Taunton TA3 SSO 


i! 8’ 


T.M. RICHARDSON 

STOCK-PROOFING CONTRACTOR 

B Baap fencing, Past A Rail Fane in q. 


Nadga A Woodland PUr*t*ng 
6M Dwwi Scut 9m mi 4 mrnl Daw 
TMtcuM bit* 

m 

RTINC 



S*P.C CARPENTRY 


CdTpefTtry ind Genefil 
ftcilfcin* 


CjJ irai<v 

wmotw* 

rimmn 


land for sale 




strattonA 
“ Hholborow 


FOR SALE 

Productive Pasture near Honiton 
Offwell one field 13.16 acres 
Dunkeswell four fields 13.14 acres 
For Sale by Formal Tender 
Please contact Rosanna McCorkell 


Exeter - 01392 278466 

www 5lr9tton*holborow,co.uk 


View from 

the Blackdown Hills 

Local Services 

Your business will appear 
under a specific heading 
relevant to your business 

• 8,000 copies distributed 
every month 
• Free Design service 
• Free coverage on our 
website 

Call Louise on 

01297 32601 

or e-mail 

lousie@tindlenews.co.uk 


| £52.50 + VAT 

50mm 3 Months 
Advertising 

__67mm | 
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Motoring Scene 

Advertising sales: 01297 32601 louise@tindlenews.co.uk 



Refreshing special edition 


LAND Rover is to launch a special 
edition Freelander 2 model limited to 
500 models for the UK. 

Announced at the recent Bologna Motor 
Show, Freelander 2 SD4 Sport Limited 
Edition variant will come with a refreshed 
interior and exterior. 

The car boasts a new black finish to the 
grille and the side vents, a new body 
styling pack and a choice of three exterior 
colours in either Fuji White, Santorini 
Black or an all-new Firenze Red. 

A rear spoiler also features, together with 
19-inch alloy wheels, body coloured door 
handles and mirror caps, and privacy glass. 
Front and rear parking sensors are also 
standard. 

The interior is available in a choice of 
leather trim colours, while a Piano Black 
fascia finisher also features together with 
Ebony carpet mats with a contrast edge of 
either Ivory or Pimento. 

The Freelander 2 SD4 Sport is powered 
by Land Rover’s new 190 horsepower 
diesel engine and will be on sale in early 
2011 with prices starting at £33,945. 

# RENAULT is ‘simplifying’ complex 
decision-making, by streamlining its range 
for prospective car buyers. 

The forward-thinking action, launched 
under the project, ‘Simplification’, will 
ensure that, from 4th January 2011, 
Renault customers will be able to 
understand its product line-up more 
readily, enabling them to select the car 
which best fits their needs quicker. 


This unusual step is in response to 
today’s needs from retail and business 
customers for value-for-money, simplicity, 
the standardisation of key equipment and 
the wider availability of new technologies. 
As a result, core trim levels will be reduced 
to a maximum of three per model, 
excluding Renaultsport. 

In total, the number of versions across 
the Renault car range falls from 227 to 
159. The three trim levels available, 
depending on model, will be Expression, 
Dynamique TomTom and GT Line 
TomTom. Limited editions will continue to 
be offered for peak sales periods and 
Gordini versions continue to be available 
as limited editions. 

As an example, the best-selling Clio 
range currently features six core trim 
levels, depending on body style. The line¬ 
up from January will see a reduced model 
line-up of entry-level Expression, mid¬ 
range Dynamique TomTom and top-of-the- 
range GT Line TomTom, available across 
its three body styles of three and five-door 
hatchback and Sport Tourer. 

The three trim levels will each offer 
something different to customers. 
Expression becomes the stylish, value-for- 
money option. Moving up the range, 
Dynamique TomTom places the emphasis 
on impressive equipment specification 
(naturally including fully-integrated 
satellite navigation) and a sportier, image 
conscious appeal. GT Line TomTom tops 
the bill, with even greater sportiness and 
class-leading equipment and looks. 



Firm announces SUV 


PORSCHE has announced that it is 
to begin developing a new SUV 
model. 

Buoyed by the success of the Cayenne 
— now the German premium sports 
manufacturer’s most successful model 
worldwide — the company says the new 
vehicle will expand its presence in the 
SUV sector and will be designed to 
appeal to a younger audience. 

To be developed under the title 
“Cajun”, further details have yet to be 
released but the new model is expected 
to be smaller than the Cayenne and to 


compete in the compact SUV sector 
alongside vehicles such as the BMW 
X3, Audi A5 and the forthcoming Range 
Rover Evoque. 

“The “Cajun” will have a very positive 
impact with its typical Porsche features 
such as light weight, ease of handling 
and agility,” said Porsche. 

“As an attractive entry model in the 
Porsche world, the “Cajun” will attract 
new and even younger customers to the 
premium brand along with the Boxster, 
the market leader in the segment of two- 
seater, mid-size sports cars.” 


Independent Specialists For 

Land Rover - Range Rover - Freelander 


Greenshields 



Repairs • Servicing • Parts MOT Preparations 
Accessories • Loan Car Available 

Diagnostics for all Land Rover models 

Reasonable Labour Rates from Land Rover & Range 
Rover Trained Mechanics 

01823 663409 07710 570271 


V 


Email: greenshields@tiscali.co.uk 
Park Farm, Wellington TA21 9NP 


y 



Professional Automotive Repairs 


Servicing is to manufacturer 
schedules yet up to 50% cheaper 


• Brake Servicing/Repair • MOT’S 

• Gearboxes & Clutches • Cam belts 

• Vehicle Health Checks • Exhausts 
Friendly Reliable Service at Competitive Prices 

can: 01404 892820 

Unit 5B, Flightway Business Park, Dunkeswell 

mgSBUSgSDSan^HIII 


Blackdown 
MOT Centre 

Class IV (4) & VII (7) Cars & Light Commercials 

Cars, Vans, Trucks, 

4x4 & Motorhomes 

Servicing & Repairs, All Makes & Models 
Parts & Fitting, Sports & Performance 
Tyres - Exhausts - Brakes 
Welding - Body Kits 




MOT By Appointment 
Trade & Retail Welcome 

Easy Access Open 8am - 6pm, Saturday 8am -1 pm 
Unit 5, Poole Trading Estate, 
Poole, Wellington TA21 9HW 

TEL: 01823 660753 



www. churchillsbodyrepairshoniton. co. uk 


Insurance and Private Repairs 
Undertaken on Cars, Vans, Bikes 
and some Commercial Body 
Modifications 

• Kits Fitted • Custom Paintwork 

• Restoration • Valeting 

• Low Bake Oven 

• Car-O-Liner Alignment System 
• Mechanical Work • Recovery 

• Transportation 

Higher Crook Farm, 
Combe Raleigh, Honiton 
Phone: 01404 42441 
Mobile: 07810 373870 
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Worth tel: 01823 681300 

PROPFRTY SERVICES fax: 01823 680071 
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FOR SALE 


Worth 

PROPtmr St rv icts 


LET US CHANGE YOUR VIEW 

At Worth Property Services we view things differently 

We are equally passionate about property and people, that's why our business is 
growing from it’s solid foundations of trust, openness and sincerity based 
on our relationships with our customers and an excellent knowledge 
of the local area we are confident we can find the right home for you. 

The Blackdown Hills is a truly unspoilt part of our country, 
it’s characterable beauty is undeniable. 

Why don't you give us a call or better still, stop by and meet the 
Worth Property Services team, 

Sandra Groves, Val Brown and Phil Worth. 

Whilst we chat, over a cup of tea or coffee, you can find out if we can 
help you rent, buy or sell your property the 'Worth' way. 

An Estate Agent & Letting Agent for the Blackdown Hills. 



TO RENT 


Worth 

pROMimr Sekvicks 



Culmstock £575 PCM 

This recently renovated 2 bedroom flat is situated within the old 
mill on the outskirts of Culmstock and boasts lovely views of the 
surrounding countryside. 



Hemyock £450 PCM 

1 bedroom renovated property with oil fired central heating. The 
property is situated in a semi-rural position, close enough to enjoy all of 
the village's amenities. Services Charge an additional £60 per month 


Halifax House Hemyock Cullompton Devon EX153QW 
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Residential Lettings 



ARLA 



rtion of 

eltinn A net'Is 



LANGFORD BUDVILLE 

A well appointed and spacious 4 bedroom U/F semi detached house in 
popular village location. Kitchen/breakfast room, sitting room, master 
bedroom with e-s, 3 further bedrooms, bathroom, G.F.C.H, garden, parking, 
pets considered, Available immediately. Taunton 01823 447355. 

£850 Per calendar month Ref: 32405 



CULMSTOCK 

Character, good sized 3 bed semi on edge of village with far reaching country 
views to 3 sides. Kitchen, utility, cloakroom, modern bathroom, sitting/dining 
room, gas central heating. Storage building, parking. Pets considered. 
Available May. Tiverton 01884 232872 

£795 Per calendar month Ref: 36730 



PLYMTREE 

An extremely well presented U/F 3 storey cottage with open plan living 
accommodation. Shared Entrance Hall, Kitchen/dining/living room, utility 
room, 2 double bedrooms, bathroom. Garden. G.F.C.H. Children/pets 
considered. Available Early January. Honiton 01404 42553. 

£650 Per calendar month Ref: 34187 



COMBE ST NICHOLAS 


ASHILL 

Open plan design 1 bed barn conversion. 2 parking spaces. GFCH. Small 
garden. Courtyard setting. Suit professional single/couple. Close to village 
centre. Not suitable for dogs or children. Available mid February. Tiverton 
01884 232872. 

£425 Per calendar month Ref: 33568 


A particularly spacious 2 bedroom U/F apartment situated in this pretty village 
on the edge of the Blackdown Hills. Entrance hall, kitchen/dining room, sitting 
room, bathroom and cloakroom. Electric heating. No children/pets. Available 
Immediately. Taunton 01823 447355. 

£725 Per calendar month Ref: 42970 



AWLISCOMBE 

A spacious 2 bedroom partly furnished attached cottage in a village edge 
location with superb views. Sitting Room, Kitchen/Breakfast Room, Utility, 
Cloakroom, Family Bathroom, Garden, Parking/Car Port, O.F.C.H, Available 
beginning of January 2011. Honiton 01404 42553. 

£695 Per calendar month Ref: 43469 




ASHBRITTLE 

A period attached 3 bedroom U/F cottage in a peaceful village location. 
Entrance hall, sitting room, kitchen, 3 bedrooms and bathroom. Parking for 2 
cars, garage and garden. E.N.S.H. Children/Pets considered. Available 
beginning of November. Taunton Office 01823 447355 

£550 Per calendar month Ref: 42409 


UPOTTERY 

A detached F/ cottage to let over the winter period. Includes kitchen/breakfast 
room, sitting room, 2 double bedrooms, bathroom, parking, gardens. Rent 
inclusive of council tax/water & drainage. Pets/children considered. Available 
Immediately. Honiton 01404 42553. 

£595 Per calendar month Ref: 33996 


BUCKLAND ST MARY 

A well-appointed 4/5 bedroom single storey barn conversion in un-spoilt rural 
location set in gardens and grounds of 6 acres. Kitchen/breakfast room, 2/3 
reception rooms, conservatory, O.F.C.H. Pets and children considered. 
Available now. Taunton 01823 447355 

£1,000 Per calendar month Ref: 43082 



STAPLE FITZPAINE 



HEMYOCK 



HEMYOCK 


A character 4 bedroom U/F attached house in a popular village location. 
Entrance hall, 2 receptions, utility, kitchen/breakfast room with Aga, family 
bathroom and en suite, O.F.C.H, garden, parking, pets/children considered. 
Available end January 2011. Taunton 01823 447355. 


A brand new 3 bedroom semi-detached house situated within the village of 
Hemyock. Entrance hall with cloakroom, kitchen, lounge/dining room, 3 
bedrooms, master with en-suite, family bathroom, garden and parking. 
Taunton Office 01823 447355 


A well presented nearly new 2 bedroom U/F semi detached house in popular 
village location. Entrance hall, cloakroom, kitchen, sitting room, 2 double 
bedrooms, bathroom, courtyard garden, parking for 2 vehicles, O.F.C.H. 
Available now. Taunton Office 01823 447355 


Ref: 32549 £695 Per calendar month 


£995 Per calendar month 


Ref: 43047 


£595 Per calendar month 


Ref: 43048 















